This year marks the S0th anniversary of diplomatic
relations berween Australia and Nepal,

During the last five decades the relationship has
expanded considerably. Australia established a
d:ip]nrnarii: mission in Nr.pa.l in 1984, The
establishment of a diplomatic mission of Nepal
in Canberra in 2007 cemented our ties.

Aunstralia strongly supports Nepal's peace process
which we carnestly hope will resule in Nepal
achieving lasting peace, stability, and a polirical
environment conducive to economic and social
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of the promulgation of a new constitution in
Mepal this year.

As a country with more than one hundred
vears of experience as a federal parliamentary
democracy, Australia stands ready o support Nepal
through this transition. To mark the 50th
anniversary, Anstralia will escablish an Electoral
Resource Centre at the Election Commission in
Kathmandu. The Centre will increase communircy
understanding of the electoral process and help
entrench democracy in Mepal. In 2009 we
welcomed the establishment of an Au:::a]ia—”:pa]
Parliamentary Friendship Group in the Federal

Parliament in Canberra.

Australia’s development cooperation program with
Mepal began in the 19605, Our assistance in
developing Mepal's forestry sector remains
a significant triumph. Since then, Australia
has made practical contributions to Nepal's
development, focusing on areas such as primary
education, health and poverty alleviation, Australia

will continue to wotk with the Government of

Mepal and other donors to improve access to quality health and education services
which are critical to Millennium Development Goal progress. They build the basis
for sustainable peace in Nepal by helping to address historic patterns of exclusion.
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Australia continues o impress on the Government
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financial management and governance systems to
help ensure that funding has macimum impact
on services for the Nepalese people.

We are also proud of the ongoing collaboration
between the Tilga.ngra Instituee :Jfﬂphlhalmulug’
in Kathmandu and the Fred Hollows Foundation,
which has been ar the forefront of developing safe
and cheap procedures for cataract surgery in the
region. Tilganga is a centre of excellence and a
mark ol enduring friendship between our two
Countries,

I"l:npl:-tu—p:npln links hetween our countries
are growing strongly, particularly in educarion,
Ower the years, many high-achieving Nepalese
have studied in Australia through Auscralian
Government scholarships and, this vear, a formal
alumni network will be launched at the Australian
Embassy in Kathmandu. There are also a significant
number of Nepalese students studying privately
in Australia.

Australians have always enjoyed travel and wekking
in Nepal and it is encouraging to see Australian
tourist numbers rapidly increasing again as Nepal
approaches itz “Visic Mepal Year™ in 2011, Over
the years, the Embassy in Kathmandu has played
an imporwant role in providing consular assistance
to Australian citizens in Nepal.

Thiz boak honours a :..'pcr_'ial EToup of Australians
whao have made their mark thrm:gh mountainesring
achievemenes, as well as the special friendships
forged with the people of MNepal through
philanthropic works. The spirit of “giving
:::rm::r.hing back” is embadied in the Ausiralian
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believe this collecrion of stories of notable Australian mountaineers is a fitting way
to celebrate 50 years of friendship berween Australia and Nepal.
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